To Close Pool:

1. I’ve used the winterizing kit from InTheSwim.com
The pool holds 40,000 gallons – they have a kit for 35,000 gallons – that what I’ve used
Purchase this in advance.

Also purchase 5 gallons of RV antifreeze (I get at Runnings)


2. May want to put winter cover on before closing the pool – prevent many leaves from getting into pool – balance with how much use pool especially once school starts
To put winter cover on:

a. Remove leaves from the pool

b. Sweep deck – at least the deck north of the pool

c. If will not be closing pool at this time, put pool sweep in place

d. Remove railings

e. Remove light and put on deck by diving board
I store the screw that hold the light in place in the Tupperware box in the toy box
Put tape on the switch so no one inadvertently turns it on – would overheat and burn out the light 
f. Unroll (beginning at the deep end) the winter cover on the deck north of the pool

g. Raise the Pop-Up anchors on the South deck
Don’t raise the Pop-Up anchors on North deck – could tear cover when drag cover into place
h. Put cover in place and attach springs to the Pop-Up anchors on the South deck

i. Attach the cover clip around the slide pole
j. Wrap rope around the slide and attach to the cover spring

k. Raise rest of Pop-Up anchors and attach rest of springs to the Pop-Up anchors

l. If do not close pool, still run filter, maintain chlorine and I would occasionally run the pool sweep


3. To close pool:
By no means is this the one and only way to close the pool – I think it’s more important to take a step back and think about what you’re doing and double check all lines get blown out, etc.
a. If previously put the winter cover on:

i. unhook the cover springs from the Pop-Up anchors as needed

b. If using a winterizing kit, follow those instructions – may need to add chemicals before lowering the water level
Here’s what I did last year:
10-14-23 lowered later from 8.5” from deck to 10

Lowered too much – shallow skimmer sucking water

Closed valve to the shallow skimmer 

Put pump on speed 2
Don’t know why this was on separate days – probably because I started late in the day on 10-14-23 and/or simply taking my time (
10-15-23 added Chlorine (3 one lb bags) into deep end skimmer – it was sucking air, turned pump to 1

Turned sweep on 
About an hour later added Winterizer and then Winter Stain-away to deep end skimmer (noon).
At least 2 hours later, rinsed the filter elements,

set multi-port valve to waste, got pump going, closed deep end skimmer, pump to 2
c. Remove pool sweep and the return insert (in one of the buckets is a black “pipe” about 6” long and 2” in diameter that will make it easy to remove the return insert)

Got leaves off cover/deck.
It took 2 hours to get from 10” to 18”
Turned pump off, put multi-port valve to filter, opened deep end skimmer
10-16-23
Took deep end light out In future take out before put Put winter cover on!

Clean Teflon tape from return plugs

Insert plugs without Teflon tape to all but shallow end return

When blowing out the lines occasionally the blower hose pops off of the gizmo.

Blew out the lines:
Used deep end skimmer first (close valves to shallow end skimmer and main drain) – removed gizmo and re-inserted several times to clear water in skimmer

When blowing out deep end return:

1.
changed to using shallow end skimmer (open shallow end skimmer & close deep end skimmer) – removed gizmo and re-inserted several times to clear water in skimmer

2.
changed valves so would blow out heater and slide
This may be overkill:

Blow out lines one at a time (have 4 of the 5 return plugs in place) for 5 minutes and do a second blow out and when replace the plug, put Teflon tape on:
Final blow out shallow end, north end then deep

1.
Shallow 4 layers

2.
Shallow end north side 4 layers blue

3.
Pool sweep 6 layers blue 

4.
Deep end north side 4 layers blue 

5.
Deep 6 layers blue
Remove plug at back of heater, blow out heater, replace plug

Blow out the main drain x 5 minutes.

Close valve to main train & tape in place so no one inadvertently opens it (would allow water to get into the pipe to the main drain, freeze – BIG problem!)

Remove 2 plugs from pump and blow out the pump
I keep the plugs in the Tupperware box in the toy box
Add anti-freeze:
1.5 gallons into clorinator

>= 1 qt into slide line

>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line

about 2 qt in each skimmer “well”

1 3 l bag and two quart containers in each skimmer well

Turn all (except the main drain) valves to the 45 degree position – this is recommended to prevent small pocket of water developing that could freeze/cause damage
Blow out the garden hose line:

Use the compressor in the basement

1. One at a time blow out:

a. Garden hose

b. Line to pool pump

c. Line to power washer – the power washer instructions say it should be stored inside for the winter.  I never did that – one year in the spring the engine started but there was a water leak so presumably there was water left that froze.  I don’t think it’s a good idea to store in the house – could consider in the garage or simply leave outside.

2. Blow out the line to the spa
3. Put valves at 45 degree position except the valve to spa

4. Adjust valves in basement so no water to outside and the line can drain into the utility sink in case any water develops (from a leak or condensation).

Be sure you’ve made arrangements to have the lawn sprinklers blown out – the compressor in the basement is NOT sufficient.

Adjust the valves in the basement as did for the pool valves.

10-16-22
Winter cover on approx. 9-1-22

Used InTheSwim winterizing kit for 35,000 gal

10-15-22 added to deep end skimmer

Chlorine free shock

Pool Magic Spring & Fall with Phosfree

Metal Free

Ran pool sweep >= 2 hours
10-23-21
Deep end skimmer and deep drain off, added 3# non

chlorine shock to shallow end Skimmer; pump on 2, ran for several minutes then opened deep end skimmer and deep drain pump on 4 with sweep running for 30 min.
Deep end skimmer and deep drain off, added algae, and metal out to shallow end Skimmer; pump on 2, ran for several minutes then opened deep end skimmer and deep drain pump on 4 with sweep running for 60 min.

Good time to put Stab-il in power washer & run

Backwashed filter; hosed off elements

Lowered water, skimmers off, pump on 2
11” to 18” took 2.5 hours
Unhooked the cover deep end, North end & shallow end to/including spring opposite slide
did not unhook:
Spring across from the diving board

3 springs closest to the house for the steps (2 are on the corner of the step cover extension)

Blew out the lines

Used shallow end skimmer first – removed gizmo and re-inserted several times to clear water in skimmer

When blowing out deep end return:

1. changed to using deep end skimmer – removed gizmo and re-inserted several times to clear water in skimmer

2. changed valves so would blow out heater

Final blow out shallow end, north end then deep

1. Shallow 4 layers

2. Shallow end north side 4 layers blue

3. Pool sweep 6 layers blue 

4. Deep end north side 4 layers blue 

5. Deep 6 layers blue
Blew out deep end drain, closed valve & taped.

Because slide valve was broken, used heater as the “pop off” and had to cut the pvc pipe and blow out the slide line backwards using hose.
Remember to put valves ½ way open EXCEPT deep end drain – needs to be closed

Put in the floater & scum sponge

Re-attached cover springs

9-12-21
railings out, light out; winter cover on

Pool water crystal clear

Because put new liner in had to completely fill with fresh water.  pH very high.  Still didn’t get pH down enough when put winter cover on

Several days after winter cove on, had to add about 5 cups muriatic acid, diluted in 5 gallon bucket and poured slowly in the deep skimmer with pump on #4 and shallow skimmer off. 

9-13-20
railings out, light out; winter cover on



Pool water crystal clear

Skimming the bottom leaves/acorns better than using vacuum
10-4-20
Left winter cover on

Forgot to run pool sweep

Did not add chemicals around the perimeter of the pool but set valves so the heater would be bypassed and added chemicals into the shallow end skimmer pump on speed #2 filter
3 lbs non chlorine shock; waited 30 min

Lowered water level from about 11.5” to 19”
Took 2 – 2.75 hours

Initially had skimmer & deep end return valves open and pump on #4 but after short period of time shallow end skimmer started sucking air – changed pump to #2;
9-13-19
9-13-20?

railings out, light out; winter cover on



Pool water crystal clear

Skimming the bottom leaves/acorns better than using vaccuum

10-19-19
Lowered water level from 11.75” to 19” used only main (deep end) drain pump on 2 took about 2 hours.  
put on recirculate.  
From winterizing kit:
Added metal 
just poured in slowly at shallow end return

Oct 2019
Changed gasket in multi port valve – used the sticky lubricant – WAY TOO STICKY – WILL NEED TO REMOVE STICK LUBRICANT AND REPLACE – this was done summer 2020
9-4-19
Railings out, light out, pH slightly low added NaOH; winter cover on.  Worked lieserly took breaks total time about 2 hours.

9-3-19
For Labor Day weekend K,G,A,A,D,J,C to lake

A,R,R,L to New Ulm – although outside temp in 60-78 range, turned heater up to 83 When kjp came home water level down,skimmers sucking air kjp thought had leak but realized especially didn’t use solar cover and significant temp difference evaporation must have been the culprit.

9-3-18
Railings out, light out, pool clear

9-4-18
Winter cover on

9-11-18
Opened cover so grandchildren could swim



Replaced cover



Noted pool losing water – with pump on and pump off



Seemed to go to level of bottom of skimmer or slightly 



Slightly lower

Because opening 2018 was so difficult (in part to weather & broken valve had to open very late), trying winterizing kit; ordered from InTheSwim

Ultimate Winterizing Kit & Winter Pill – good for pools up to 35,000 so also ordered

Pool Chemical Winterizing Kits
WATER TEMPERATURE MUST BE BELOW 65 DEGREES f TO CLOSE THE POOL
10-13-18   pH and Chlorine OK

While filtering and sweep running (per the instructions should add the following around the perimeter of the pool – since cover on and leaves on cover/deck – added slowly to deep end skimmer):

4 lbs Chlorine-free Shock

30 minutes later added (0930):

Winterizer

Winter Stain-Away

Pool Magic Spring & Fall with PhosFrree

Metal free

.

Make sure that the pool water is cleaned, balanced before adding the winterizing kit to the water. It is recommended to close the pool when the ambient temperature is under 65 degrees

For mesh or safety covers, we recommend adding an additional bottle of Pool Magic Spring & Fall with PhosFree in early March.

This kit will be effective until water temperature reaches 65 degrees F in the spring.  At that time a regular in-season pool care program must begin

Backwashed

Lowered water level to 20” below deck, water level was down, closed valves to skimmers – used only the deep end drain; pump on speed 2; took about 3.5 hours to go from 11” to 20” below the deck.
10-14-18


Blew out lines 

Blew out lines, cover on.


Teflon tape – blue works great!

6. Shallow 4 layers

7. Shallow end north side 4 (NOT 10 as in past)layers blue

8. Pool sweep 5 layers blue 

9. Deep end north side 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

10. Deep 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

It was 30’s – 40’s(?) degrees F outside wonder if that had effect on how much blue teflon tape was needed

1.5 gallons into clorinator

>= 1 qt into slide line

>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line

about 2 qt in each skimmer “well”

1 3 l bag and two quart containers in each skimmer well

Put one (not both – save one for spring) Time-Release Winterizing Enhancer Floater in the pool

Valves:

When blow out lines, be sure to blow out the filter using the bottom pipe (multi port valve to filter, open two valves to waste:

1. Valve behind filter (between filter and house)

2. Valve to the left and below the multi port valve

-----------------------------------------------------------
10-15-17
water level up to 19.5” lowered to 22”

NEXT YEAR WHEN LOWER WATER, DRAIN THE SKIMMER LINES USING POOL PUMP

Cover ½ off

Blew out lines, cover on.


Teflon tape – blue works great!

11. Shallow 4 layers

12. Shallow end north side 10 layers blue

13. Pool sweep 7 layers blue (try 5 next year)

14. Deep end north side 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

15. Deep 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

1.5 gallons into clorinator

>= 1 qt into slide line

>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line

about 1 qt in each skimmer “well”

1 3 l bag and two quart containers in each skimmer well

10-3-17
Backwashed filter

Lowered water to 20” – started with skimmers open
With skimmers off and pump on level 2, it drained approximately 2”/hour

	Let water out 10-3-17
	
	
	
	

	time
	minutes
	water level inches from deck
	skimmers
	pump # 4 = fastest
	
	

	5:44 PM
	0
	8
	open
	4
	
	

	6:09
	25
	11
	closed
	2
	
	

	6:55
	70
	13.5
	closed
	2
	
	

	7:13
	90
	15
	closed
	2
	
	

	8:06
	140
	17
	closed
	2
	
	

	8:55
	190
	20
	closed
	2
	turned off pump


9-22-17 approximately turned pump off

9-4-17
Railings out, covered holes with gorilla tape, light out.



Left pool sweep in.

Put winter cover on, pump still on

When tool out light, initially loosened top screw on the frame – it came away from the wall – screwed it back in

9-11-17 water level down (may or may not be related to above problem with light – at end of summer was loosing water – likely simply from evaporation

Added water, with pump off from “floor” (level of top of basket) to water 3.25”

9-14-17 water level down almost to top of basket

Added water to 3 7/16”

-------------------------------------------------

9-10-16 
Lowered water level from 9” (top of rope attach hardware) to 21” took 1 hr 50 min; used pipes – worked great!



Railings out, covered holes with gorilla tape, light out, 

9-11-16
Blew out lines, cover on.


Teflon tape – blue works great!

16. Shallow white 4 layers

17. Shallow end north side 10 layers blue

18. Pool sweep 7 layers blue

19. Deep end north side 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

20. Deep 4 layers blue – 4 was plenty

1.5 gallons into clorinator

>= 1 qt into slide line

>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line

about 1 qt in each skimmer “well”

10-10-15 
blew out lines and added antifreeze; used blue Teflon tape layers as 92—27-14; antifreeze:



1.5 gallons into clorinator



>= 1 qt into slide line



>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line



about 1 qt in each skimmer “well”

10-3-15 
lowered water level to 19” below deck – the pipes KJP made for the skimmers worked well

9-20-15 
put cover on pool; pH and Cl OK; left sweep in and connected

9-27-14

1. Did not make connector to connect to skimmer so can lower water – so for most of the time, only main drain was used.  Starting level 9” below deck; final level about 19” below deck; about 3” per hour.

2. Teflon tape – blue works great!

a. Shallow white 4 layers

b. Shallow end north side 10 layers blue

c. Pool sweep 7 layers blue

d. Deep end north side 4 layers blue

e. Deep 4 layers blue

2013

1. To lower water below skimmers – took about 1 hour but had to close shallow skimmer so it wouldn’t suck air and when had to close deep end skimmer the pump did not go dry but didn’t move water very fast.  
Plan 2 – 3 hours to lower water enough below skimmers
For 2006, try not using a winterizing kit, just be sure pH is correct and chlorine is present (+/- add algaecide)

PRIVATE 

1. One month before, make sure have supplies for closing:


teflon tape


filter cleaner 



RV anitfreeze 4 gallons ($2.49/gal at Manards 1997)


1995, 1997 did not use filter cleaner, metal out, stain preventive or algaecide - only made sure Cl was up and pH adjusted


2006, 2007, 2009 did not use any winterizing chemicals – only adjusted pH and left Cl as usual


2009 put winter cover on about 9-1-09, left pump running, finished closing pool about 4 - 5 weeks later.  Made it easier - not such a huge job to close.  Having to remove 1/2 of the winter cover to blow the lines out was not a big deal

2. One week before, fill Clorinator, sweep pool, adjust pH.

3. Remove railings, duct tape holes in deck (to protect Meyco cover) For the stainless steel railings - the plugs that the bolt goes into to keep the railings in place; the larger/split plug goes for the deep end ladder railings.

4. Remove pool light and tape switch off.

5. Get pool clean, remove chlorine from automatic chlorinator (use tongs from BBQ). 

6. Make sure heater is “in line”

7. Add Sta-bil to pressure washer

8. Backwash.
9. Lower the water level. “If you have a MESH SAFEY COVER, lower the water level to the bottom of the skimmer” from Valley Pools
2009 used sump pump to get water level 18" below level of deck

While the water is draining out:

1. put cover back on the filter

2. skim leaves

3. sweep leaves away from the pool

4. get cover out of the box and unroll it on the north side of the pool

5. raise holders for the cover, but NOT the ones on the north side of the pool

6. Remove thermometer – didn’t do this 2007

7. put plugs in the returns – leave the shallow one out

8. put stuff by the skimmers (gizmo, bags/bottles of antifreeze)

10. open valve to slide
11. Gizmo to far skimmer; close valve to near skimmer and main drain
12. Blow out far skimmer, turn off blower, remove Gizmo – allow water to drain.  Repeat if necessary.  Put teflon tape on the gizmo, blow out far skimmer.  Put about 1 qt. antifreeze in skimmer – check for bubbles while blowing out far skimmer.
13. Gizmo to close skimmer – close valve to far skimmer, open valve to close skimmer
14. Blow out close skimmer, turn off blower, remove Gizmo – allow water to drain.  Repeat if necessary.  Put teflon tape on the gizmo, blow out close skimmer.  Put about 1 qt. antifreeze in skimmer – check for bubbles while blowing out close skimmer.
15. With multi-port valve in regular position, blow out lines



put plugs in all returns except in closest



open line to slide – this serves as a “pop off vent”

when nothing but air comes out of closest return, plug it, take plug out of next closest return, 

continue until all return lines have been blown out (5)

Do the above (blow out each return) once more, this time put at least 4 layers of teflon tape on plug and plug closest return (never have blower blowing with no "pop-off")

10 layers for the shallow end return on the north side  20013 used 10 layers blue Teflon – could have used less – try 7
8 layers for the pool sweep 2013 used blue Teflon – could have used less – try 5
Be sure to wrap the tape so there are more layers at the end that will be toward the pool (last part to get screwed in)



continue this process blowing out all:




returns




sweep line




slide line - cap slide line



blow out heater




disattach copper tubing to thermostat




open valve



blow out main drain - close and tape valve - didn't do this 1997 - listen at main drain valve for leak - to be sure main valve is air tight

16. Add antifreeze (RV antifreeze - cheapest at Menard's - $1.66/gal. 1993; $2.49 1997)



1.5 gallons into clorinator



>= 1 qt into slide line



>= 1 gallon into each skimmer line



about 1 qt in each skimmer “well”

17. Meyco safety Winter cover on. 

18. Close main valve to pump

19. remove plugs from the pump

20. Blow out water supply line from basement (with compressor) and the garden hose; remove garden hose spicket.

21. Blow out pressure washer

22. skimmer and main valve to pump to ½ way – be sure main drain is taped closed

23. remove garden hose in garage from faucet

24. Remove thermometer – didn’t do this 2007
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

THIS SEGMENT DEALS WITH BLOWING OUT THE LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEM

1.
While working on closing pool, use compessor in basement and blow out each zone when the compressor tank is fully pressurized (but use regulator set at 60 lbs/sq in.).

2.
set each zone for 10 min and let compressor run (continously).

3.
If there is time, blow out each zone with pool blower for 1 - 2 minutes and then finish with a fully pressurized compressor tank.  Have blower on for 5 min, then off 5 min so tubing can cool

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Didn't do this step 1995 - try it in 1996; didn’t do 1999, 2000

3.
Use filter cleaner solution


put multi port valve in regular position (?)


take cover off of pump


close valve from skimmers/main drain to pump


put 1 quart of filter cleaner into pump


turn pump on and add about 1 - 2 gallons of water (only)


turn pump off and let solution sit in filter minimum of 2
 

hours


replace pump cover and backwash - to be sure no filter 
cleaner gets into pool

25. Attach blower to closest skimmer to pump.


close valve to far skimmer


close valve to main drain

5.
With multi-port valve in regular position, blow out lines



put plugs in all returns except in closest



open line to slide – this serves as a “pop off vent”

when nothing but air comes out of closest return, plug it, take plug out of next closest return, 

continue until all return lines have been blown out (5)

2007 try 

open valve to far skimmer

close valve inlet to pump

blow out far skimmer (may need to turn off blower and turn back on)

change blower to far skimmer (may or may not need to do this)



blow out skimmers

6.


7.


8.
Leaf screen on, hold in place by tying with binder's twine.  Have not done this with Meyco safety cover.

1997
No filter cleaner; stain preventative.  Water level low, but both skimmers functional.


10 3" Cl pucks in the bucket in deep end.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The plugs needed to insert into the returns when the threaded plugs don’t work are # 8

2000

ordered from In the Swim


Winterizing kit for 35,000 and 7,500 gallons

For 2001:

Blow out deep end skimmer – remove all water in skimmer well, then move to shallow end skimmer

2009

no stain preventer, no special chemicals, pH 7.2

Beginning of Sept, removed railings & put winter cover on

10-11-09 

· closed (had to partially remover cover, blew lines out, etc.)

· put Sta-bil in pressure washer

· cleaned the filter


When took cover off 4-3-10, still ice present and level was at the bottom of the plastic that frames the skimmers - the frames were cracked and (probably) the wall bent.

9-11-11

1. Noted when lowering water level, when below skimmers, even with skimmer valves off, pump would not work.  It seems the valves do not close 100%.  If put plugs in skimmers, could have main drain valve open and lower water further.  Also had to plug shallow end skimmer when blowing out using deep end skimmer.

